Mr. Gordon Fowler
July 9, 1927 - November 24, 2018

Gordon Benjamin Fowler, 91, of Alpharetta, Ga, died on November 24, 2018.
Gordon was a loving father and husband. He was born in Albany, GA in 1927
to Harry Fowler and Elizabeth Peak Fowler. The youngest of four brothers and
one sister, he lived in many places around Atlanta during the depression. At
one time, he even lived in a tent in the woods in nearby Lakewood, attending
five-cent Buck Rogers matinees on Saturdays in the city.

He attended Immaculate Conception Grammar School and served as an altar
boy at the church. Gordon, a natural athlete, was noticed for his football
playing ability and was approved for a full scholarship to Marist High School,
which opened the door to a good education. There he loved to play all sports:
football, baseball, basketball, and track. He was captain of the football team
his senior year, and was awarded a medal for the best all around athlete and
scholar. He joined the Navy at seventeen and, although World War Il ended
while he was still in boot camp, it afforded him the opportunity to attend GA
Tech. He received a degree in textile engineering with a minor in chemistry.

He married his streetcar sweetheart Frances Breen Fowler in Atlanta in 1951.
They were married for 56 years and had eight children: five boys and three
girls. He began his career as a plant manager in a textile mill, then
transitioned to plastics when he joined Avisun in Charlotte, NC in 1968 as a
regional marketing manager. In 1973 the family moved to St. Charles, IL



where he became the director of the Polymers Research Division for Amoco
Chemicals in Naperville. He attended Harvard Business School during his
tenure at Amoco, and his group was responsible for developing polypropylene
carpet, still widely in use today.

He loved any and all chocolate candy, Gilbert and Sullivan operas (which he
would sing verbatim), western flicks, Shakespeare, attending school plays and
coaching sports, dancing with his daughters to Tchaikovsky ballets in the living
room, reading tomes on George Washington and other American leaders,
making the best scrambled eggs and bacon in his Bugs Bunny apron, and
watching CATS the musical with his grandkids.

Sports was his passion. He was an avid tennis player, bowler, and golfer, and
faithfully followed Georgia Tech, Falcons and Braves teams.

Gordon could handle the toughest tasks, taking care of his bedridden wife
Frances with alacrity and efficiency, becoming a proficient cook late in life
when called upon. He cared for her with love and devotion until her death in
2007.

Edith Ivey entered the scene in 2010, changing his life “from vanilla to tutti
frutti” (his words). Together they explored the arts, attended plays, and
traveled the world. They married in 2012, going on a 90-day honeymoon
around the world, from the Grand Canyon, Suez Canal, Petra in Jordan to the
Taj Mahal. Edith expanded his horizons, giving him the chance to explore life
outside his world of responsibilities.

Daddy-Grandaddy was hero to us all for his strong play ethic, sense of fair
play, and flawless integrity. His compassion for those in need always stood out
from everything else, and he believed in giving to others less fortunate. Even
though he started with nothing, it was more than some others had.



He was predeceased by his first wife, Frances Breen Fowler, his son Tommy
Fowler, his siblings Francis Fowler, Helen Fowler Owens, Robert Fowler, and
Lawrence Fowler. He is survived by his wife Edith Ivey Fowler, his children
Vincent Fowler, Helen Fowler (spouse Lincoln Baxter), John Fowler, Martha
Fowler (spouse Tom Cannon), Robert Fowler, Elizabeth Fowler Guthke,
Joseph Fowler, six grandchildren, two great-grand children, and his sister-in-
law Elizabeth Breen Dinnat.

Thank you for always hiding candy in your office. That’s from all the grandkids.
Services will be held at St. Gabriel’s Catholic Church Chapel in Charlotte, NC
at 12:00 on Wednesday, November 28 with interment following at Sharon

Memorial Park.

Donations in lieu of flowers can be made to the Foundation Fighting
Blindness, www.blindness.org.



Cemetery Details

Northside Chapel Crematory

12050 Crabapple Rd
Roswell, GA 30075



Tribute Wall

Mr. Gordon Fowler

October 08, 2022 at 11:37 AM

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of
Mr. Gordon Fowler.

November 26, 2018 at 10:20 AM

Rick Morris lit a candle in memory of Mr. 1
Gordon Fowler

Rick Morris - November 26, 2018 at 10:07 AM

May your hearts soon be filled with wonderful memories of joyful
times together as you celebrate a life well lived.
Lynne & Zac Henderson, Roswell, GA

Rick Morris - November 26, 2018 at 09:09 AM

Thank you!

Elizabeth - November 27, 2018 at 10:51 AM


https://www.northsidechapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.northsidechapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

| first met Mr. Fowler in 1968, after | met his huge family. In the few
formidable years that we lived one house down from one another,
with his children ages toddler to high school, | never saw him lose
patience, even if he was stern he was just so nice about it. |
consider my self a part of the family just from length of time | have
known all you Fowler’s, especially my Sweet Martha and Dear
Elizabeth and Helen, my heart goes out to each one of you! And to
Edith you guys were so lucky to have met each other! What a story
Gordon’s life is!

Chrissy - November 25, 2018 at 02:50 PM

Thank you Chrissy! He loved the Crawfords - Such a big part of our
lives.

Elizabeth - November 27, 2018 at 10:51 AM

Tanya and Vince Condello purchased the Love's
Journey for the family of Mr. Gordon Fowler.

Tanya and Vince Condello - November 25, 2018 at 01:46 PM


https://www.northsidechapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1450&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.northsidechapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1450&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.northsidechapel.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1450&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

| was anxious to “check this guy out, “. My dearest of friends, a
member of my family really, was about to marry Gordon Fowler!
Well, WHO was this man who stole Ede’s heart?? Finally, face to
face, in the quiet darkness of the driveway, | was able to tell him
how special this lady was to us and to express that we had some
concerns...... my little speech was met by laughter and a big smile
from Gordon. Instead of being insulted, he was thrilled we were so
concerned for the VERY SPECIAL LADY in his life whom he
ADORED!! Well, we hugged and we shed a tear in joy and wonder
that these two people could find such happiness later in life.
Although we missed the weddding, the Palm Beach pre honeymoon
getaway all together cemented the deal. Vince and I fell in love with
Gordon and knew in our hearts how special the two of them were
together!

Expressing our sadness and loss for Ede and Gordon’s family! | am
choosing to dwell on the happiness and gift of knowing this man
who ADORED his Edith.

Tanya Condello

Tanya Condello - November 25, 2018 at 01:02 PM

Thank you for that story Tanya! We love it.

Elizabeth - November 27, 2018 at 10:48 AM



