
Ruth Spence Wills
October 18, 1920 - February 3, 2007

Mrs. Ruth Spence Peevy Wills, born Oct. 18, 1920, died February 3, 2007 at
North Fulton Regional Hospital. She was preceded in death by her parents
Bascom and Oma Spence, a sister Mary Spence Bailey, first husband, Hoye
Peevy and second husband Edwin Wills. She is survived by son, Col. Jack
Peevy, U.S. Army (Ret.) of Alpharetta, nephew, John Bailey and his wife
Shelia of Athens, various Spence Cousins, and close friend, Kathleen
Monroe, from Hopewell Elementary School, of Alpharetta. She was a life long
resident of Alpharetta and lived in the farmhouse where she was born in
Crabapple. Her family has been in this area since the 1840’s. She was a
graduate of Milton High School, attended six different colleges and
universities, graduating from North Georgia College with a Bachelor’s Degree
in Education and Georgia State College with a Master’s Degree in School
Administration. She was a telephone switchboard operator in Alpharetta in the
1930’s, worked in the Fulton County Tax Office, became secretary to Principal
Mary Thompson at Hammond Elementary School in Sandy Springs. With Mrs.
Thompson’s encouragement, she took her first college course at age 30. This
began a long difficult college career, while she continued to work and keep
house. She became a 3rd grade teacher at Hammond. She was later
appointed Principal of Hopewell Elementary School in the north end of Fulton
County, and remained there until the school was closed due to lack of
students. She then became an Assistant Principal at Haynes Bridge Middle
School in Alpharetta until her retirement. With the blessing of the Fulton



County School Board she had the distinction of being the only classroom
teacher in the school system that did not have a Bachelor’s and later, the only
school principal without a Master’s. Both of those degrees she obtained late in
life. She had many friends too numerous to list and was well respected in
Alpharetta. She was active in the community, her church, helped coordinate
the annual June Singing, and enjoyed Republican Party meetings. She was
free with a smile and advice and had a full rewarding life. Funeral services will
be held on Monday, February 5, at 11:00 a.m. in the funeral home chapel. Dr.
Don Martin officiating. Interment Green Lawn Cemetery. In lieu of flowers
please make donations in her memory to the Alpharetta Tree Program, c/o
City of Alpharetta, 2 South Main St., Alpharetta, GA 30004. The family will
receive friends on Sunday from 2-4 p.m. at Northside Chapel Funeral
Directors.



Previous Events

Visitation

FEB 4. 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM (ET)

Northside Chapel Funeral Directors and Crematory
12050 Crabapple Road
Roswell, GA

Service

FEB 5. 11:00 AM (ET)

Northside Chapel Funeral Directors & Crematory
12050 Crabapple Road
Roswell, GA
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October 08, 2022 at 11:37 AM

Ruth Spence Wills

February 05, 2007 at 11:41 AM

We've enjoyed living across the field from Mrs. Wills' home for the
past eight years and enjoying watching the livestock that would
come and go. She reached out to all her new neighbors the first
year Danbury Park opened by giving us all shrubs to plant. We
talked with her here and there over the years and will certainly miss
her presence in the community.##imported-begin##Michael, Carol &
Miller Fanning##imported-end##

February 05, 2007 at 03:52 AM

Jack, 
Our thoughts and prayers are with you. 
Tony & Pam##imported-begin##Anthony Gorman##imported-end##

February 04, 2007 at 10:35 PM

Jack, 
 
What a lady you had for a mother. I, of course, didn't know her, but it
is clear from her obituary that she was no ordinary person. You
were lucky to have had her and luckier still to be her spiritual heir. 
 
Deepest sympathy, my friend. 
 
Larry Bailey##imported-begin##Larry Bailey##imported-end##
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February 04, 2007 at 05:11 PM

Jack:Please accept my condolences in the loss of your mother. No
words can ameliorate the pain of losing the one who loves us more
than any, our mothers. You and your family are in our prayers and
thoughts. 
Ted and Cynthia Danielsen##imported-begin##Ted
Danielsen##imported-end##

February 04, 2007 at 03:38 PM

Jack, 
 
I am so sorry about your loss. Your mother was quite a woman and
she will be deeply missed. 
 
Brad##imported-begin##Brad Trego##imported-end##

February 04, 2007 at 11:33 AM

Jack, 
 
WE ARE SO SORRY FOR YOUR LOSS.HANG IN THERE AND IF
WE CAN DO ANYTHING TO HELP PLEASE ADVISE.##imported-
begin##Bob & Jane Wilkinson##imported-end##
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February 04, 2007 at 10:05 AM

Jack, 
Lorraine and I extend our heartfelt condolences to you. Lorraine
remembers your mother fondly. She was a true Southern Lady --
thoughtful, kind and sweet.##imported-begin##Bob and Lorraine
Sullivan##imported-end##


